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Conservation Through Recreation: Robust Recreation  
Trail System Planned For Beatty, Nevada 

 
Beatty, Nevada (November 26, 2014) – In an effort to boost tourism and support 
the local economy, a non-profit group is preparing to construct a large-scale, 
recreational trail system on land adjacent to the small mining community of 
Beatty, in Southern Nevada.   
 
Beatty is located about 90 miles North of Las Vegas on Hwy 95. Beatty sits at an 
elevation of 3320 feet, giving it a mild climate, ideal for year-round recreation. 
Surrounding the town are hills and mesa’s providing plenty of topography for 
exploring. The area is known for its proximity to Area 51, The Shady Lady Brothel, 
and Death Valley National Park. 
 
 
The non-profit group Saving Toads through Off-Road Racing, Ranching, and 
Mining or STORM-OV plans to build hundreds of new trails on public and private 
land in the Oasis Valley. The initiative, Oasis Valley Recreation Enhancement 
Project, is backed by the support of local businesses, the town, agencies, and 
industry.   
 
Beatty has a population of 1,049 and has been in a state of economic decline for 
many years. With the absence of any new industry to provide the city with 
economic opportunities, it’s expected that residents will benefit from the new trail 
system through job creation, retail expenditures and lodging. 
 
“Turning to tourism is a logical and sustainable solution for Beatty,” said Cimarron 
Chacon, a public lands and trails consultant. “Other mining and farming 
communities in the West have seen great success from investing in infrastructure 
that attracts outdoor recreation.” 
 
This past spring STORM-OV sought the advice of the International Mountain 
Bicycling Association (IMBA) on how to get started. A conceptual plan was 
created envisioning connecting trails developed for non-motorized off-road racing, 
enjoyment riding, and a HUT-to HUT trail system.  



 
Using funds from a major donation from Barrick Gold of North America as a 
catalysts to get the next phase started, STORM-OV hired Cimarron Chacon, GRO 
Trails Consulting, a veteran expert in the trails industry with an extensive 
background in environmental design and public lands policy to begin the master 
planning and environmental work required for BLM permitting of trails.  
 
 
It’s anticipated that the nearby Las Vegas metro area and its bustling international 
airport will provide easy access and a steady stream of participants for 
recreational events and races on Beatty’s new trail system.  
 
 
“The Oasis Valley is a perfect fit for this type of trail system,” Chacon added. 
“Economic data shows that hosting just one trail event with 400 participants can 
generate over $100,000 per event, not considering lodging event expenditures, for 
a local economy.” 
 
 
“Beatty is blessed with an abundance of open land and a close proximity to Death 
Valley National Park,” said Dave Spicer, president of STORM-OV. “Building this 
trail system will improve the quality of life and provide a new economic engine for 
Beatty.” 
 
The cost of the first phase of the program is estimated at $300,000 and will 
provide up to 50 miles of new trails and the transformation of existing routes for a 
hut-to-hut-style mountain bike destination. STORM-OV hopes to break ground on 
the first trails as early as this February. 
 
A long-term plan for the trail system calls for 300 to 500 miles of trails and routes 
for biking, hiking and trail running. The trails will be accompanied with supporting 
infrastructure, signage and visitor maps.  
 
“It’s nice to see such a major industry in Nevada recognize the value of 
community-based conservation programs and partnerships,” said James Moore 
with The Nature Conservancy Southern Nevada Office. “This is a fantastic 
endorsement of the collaborative approach to solving environmental challenges.” 
 
STORM-OV hopes to break ground on the first 10 miles of trail in early February 
2015.  
 
 

      


